
What is IELTS?  
The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is an examination 
jointly assessed and run by Cambridge ESOL, the British Council and EDP: IELTS 
Australia. Candidates are tested in Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. 

Who is the 'IELTS Examination Preparation' 
course for? 
Our courses are suitable for students seeking admission to undergraduate and 
postgraduate university courses, who already have an Upper-Intermediate level 
of general English or higher. 

What does the examination involve? 
Listening - This is a test of listening comprehension in the context of general 
language proficiency. The test is in four sections. The first two sections are 
concerned with social needs, while the last two are concerned with situations 
more closely related to educational or training contexts. Texts include both 
monologues and dialogues between two or three people, and are heard once 
only. 

Reading - The Academic Reading module consists of texts of general interest 
dealing with issues which are appropriate for, and accessible to, candidates 
entering postgraduate or undergraduate courses.  

The module consists of three passages or sections with forty questions. Question 
types include  multiple choice, sentence or summary completion, identifying 
data for short-answer questions, matching lists or phrases and identifying 
writers' views/attitudes. 

A variety of question types are used for the forty items, including multiple 
choice, short-answer questions, notes/summary/flow chart completion, 
sentence completion, labelling a diagram and matching. 

Writing - Appropriate responses for the Academic Writing module are short 
essays or general reports, addressed to tutors or to an educated nonspecialist 
audience. There are two compulsory tasks. Task 1 requires at least 150 words 
and Task 2, the more heavily weighted, requires at least 250 words. In Task 1, 
Academic Writing module candidates are asked to look at a diagram, table or 
data and to present the information in their own words. 

In Task 2, candidates are presented with a point of view, argument or problem 
and asked to provide general factual information, outline and/or present a 
solution, justify an opinion, and evaluate ideas and evidence. 

Speaking - The Speaking Module takes between 11 and 14 minutes. It consists 
of an oral interview between the candidate and an examiner. 

There are three main parts. Each part fulfils a specific function in terms of 
interaction pattern, task input and candidate output. 

In Part 1 the candidate answers general questions about themselves, their 
homes/families, their jobs/studies, their interests, and a range of similar 
familiar topic areas. This part lasts between four and five minutes. 

In Part 2 the candidate is given a verbal prompt on a card and is asked to talk on 
a particular topic. The candidate has one minute to prepare before speaking at 
length, for between one and two minutes. The examiner then asks one or two 
rounding-off questions. 

In Part 3 the examiner and candidate engage in a discussion of more abstract 
issues and concepts which are thematically linked to the topic prompt in 

Part 2. The discussion lasts between four and five minutes. 

Why choose IELTS? 
IELTS is recognised as an entrance requirement by British, American, Australian, 
New Zealand and Canadian universities. 

When can I take the examination? 
Students can take the IELTS examination in Oxford most months of the year. 

When are the results published? 
Results are normally issued within two weeks of a candidate taking the test. 
IELTS provides a Test Report Form giving a profile of ability to use English as 
assessed by the Test. A score in each of the four modules, and an overall score, 
are recorded as levels of ability, called 'Bands'. These Band scores are recorded 
on the candidate's Test Report Form. Each Band corresponds to a generalised 
descriptive statement of a candidate's English at that level. The profile provided 
on an IELTS Test Report Form is normally valid for a period of two years. 
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Preparing to Take IELTS 
IELTS tests your ability to use English for academic or training purposes - for 
example, your ability to write assignments or interpret academic texts. 

You'll probably get a better result in the test if you prepare properly! 

Ways of Preparing 
1) Read the latest version of the IELTS Handbook - downloadable at: 
 http://www.ielts.org/generalpages/article294.aspx  
(or we can lend you one of these). The Handbook explains the test format and 
has examples of questions. 

2) Buy some IELTS practice materials or study the ones available in the 
College's Study Centre. 

3)  If you haven't got much time, or if you feel you need individual tuition to 
help you with any particular problems, we can offer 1-to-1 lessons as well as 
our IELTS Examination Preparation group course. 

4) Take an IELTS pre-test - this will give you an indication of your present IELTS 
level in the  Reading and Writing modules. The Director of Studies can give you 
the pre-test. 

How Do I Apply? 
You can get an application form from the Director of Studies, who will help you 
complete the form and will check available examination dates. 

(Lesson 1) - Speaking Exam section 1: Introducing 
and speaking about your life, family, work and 
interests. 

(2) Academic Reading Academic magazines, 
journals, textbooks and newspapers. 

(3) Listening Exam Sections 1 and 2: listening in 
social situations. 

(4) Academic Writing Exam task 1: presenting 
information from diagrams, texts and tables. 

(5) Listening Exam sections 1 and 2: Listening in 
social situations. 

(6) Academic Writing Exam Task 1: Presenting 
information from diagrams, texts and tables. 

(7) Speaking Exam Section 2: Explaining, 
describing or narrating at length about a familiar 
topic, country or culture of origin (mock exam). 

(8) Academic Reading Academic magazines, 
journals, textbooks and newspapers. 

(9) Listening Exam Sections 3 and 4: Listening in 
academic situations. 

(10) Academic Writing Exam Task 2: Presenting 
arguments and discussing problems. 

(11) Speaking Exam Section 4: Talking about 
future plans and/or proposed course of study. 

(12) Academic Reading Academic magazines, 
journals, textbooks and newspapers. 

(13) Speaking Exam Section 3: Asking and 
answering questions  according to exam task 
cards, to gain information or to solve a problem 
(mock) 

(14) Academic Reading Academic magazines, 
journals, textbooks and newspapers. 

(15) Listening Exam Section 3 and 4: Listening in 
academic situations. 

(16) Listening Exam task 2 Presenting arguments 
and discussing problems. 

(17) Listening Exam task 2 Presenting arguments 
and discussing problems. 

(Lessons 18-20) Mock exams in reading, writing  
and listening. 

IELTS Examination Preparation Sample Syllabus  

What did you learn today? 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (Euroscale Coated v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

    /MyriadPro-Bold

    /MyriadPro-BoldCond

    /MyriadPro-BoldCondIt

    /MyriadPro-BoldIt

    /MyriadPro-Cond

    /MyriadPro-CondIt

    /MyriadPro-It

    /MyriadPro-Regular

    /MyriadPro-Semibold

    /MyriadPro-SemiboldIt

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 150

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 150

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 600

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]

>> setpagedevice



